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lu when the Lord raiſed them x | 
Judges, then the Lord was with 
the Fudpe, and delivered them out 
of the Hands of their Enemies all 
the Days of the e For it 
repented the Lord becauſe of ther 
Groanings, by Reaſon of them that 
oppreſſed them, and vexed them: 
Hs Book gives us the Firſt Ages of 
ae in the Promiſed Land, and what 
bappen'd to them, after their Setrle- 


tent there, before they _ to be ga- 
vern ' d by a Succeſſion of Kings? Ti 


erved the Lord all the Days of Foſhud, and all the, 
Days of the Elders that out-lived Foſhua;who bad ſeen all 
be Works of the Lord that be had done for Iſrael. But 
ben all that Generation were gather d unto their athers, Verſo 10. 
bere aroſe ant her Generation after the; wha Knew not 
Lord, nor jet the Works that be had done for Iſrael: 
ind the National Crime here charg'd upon them, is 
Proſtitution to rhe Idols of the Country after the 
ad conquer d the Inhabitants: They foflow'd other Verle lo: 
adi, the gods of the People thdt were round about em, 13. 
de) bow d down themſelves unto them, and provoked the 
nd to Anger, they forſook the Lord, and ſerved Badl 
| Aſbtaroth: This was a Revolt ſo fooliſh and 
rateful, that their Defence departs from thewi, 
hed they depart from it. For, a long train of Ca- 
A+ Monty 


ad Account we have of them: That the People Vert * 


0 


Ver. 143 15. 


| ſelves unto them; they turn'd quickly out of the Wy 


The Government of the Judge 


lamity and Bondage was their Conviction, that i: 
5% an evil Thing and bitter, thus to pervert their Ways 
and caſt off the Lord God of their Fathers. 

. The following Verſes, which tell us the Miſery 
they brought upon themſelves, and the Way that 
God took to ſave 'em upon. their Rerurh to him, 
may be call'd an Abridgment of the whole-Hiftory: 
It gives us the Sum of chat Caſe which is after 
wards drawn ont quite thro' this Book. The Anger 
of - the Lord was hot againſt Iſrael, and be delivered 
them into the Hands f Spoilers that ſpoiled them ; 
be fold them into the Hand of their Enemies round 
about, ſo that they could not any longer ſtand before their 
Evenies ; whitherſoever they went out, the Hand of the 
Lord was againſt them for Evil, as the Lord bad ſaid, and 
as the Lord had ſworn unto them, and they were greath 
diſtreſt. - Nevertheleſs, the Lord rais'd up Fudger, which 
delivered them out of the Hands of thoſe that ſpail'd 
them, and. yet they would not hearkgn to their Judges 
but went a whoring after other gods, and bowed them- 


which their Fathers walled in, obeying the Commandment 
of the Lord, but they did not ſo. This Round they 
kept, of ſinning away their Mercy, then repenting of 
that Wickedneſs, then being deliver'd; and hes 
wards lofing their Zeal when they got their Liberty, 
For it came to paſs, when the Fudge was dead, that 
they returned, and corrupted themſelves more than then 
Fathers, in following other gods to ſerve them, and 9 
bow down unto them, they ceaſed not from their om 


Doing, nor from their ſtubborn Way, 


The Verſe that I have taken out of this Hiſtory, 
to be the Subject of my Diſcourſe, lies between thei 
Firſt Miſery and their Relapſe, and gives us a no- 
ble Account how Divine and Happy the Way of 
their Deliverance was; That when che Lord raiſed 
them up Judges, then the Lord was. with the Judge 
and delivered them out of the Hands of their Enemies 
all the Days of the Judge: For it repented tbe Lov 


becauſe of therr Groanings, by Reaſon of them that 0 
preſſeth them, and vexed them. | 
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applied to the Revolution 1688. 
The Deſign I am purſuing from theſe Words, is 
before you fohe * Hints about that Farm 
to! 1 chat the Jep, lived 2 when 2 
were firſt Baer in Canaan. 
I take all my Information From rhe if ae, hay is 
deliver d to us in the Word of God And 8 
I fore - ſee it will carry we a considerable Length, I 


ſhall therefore wave the uſual Method of Sermons 3 | 


and inſtead of giving you the Doctrine, and 
plication aſunder, mall mingle che one with the 


In deſcribing the Government of the Jud 
would call in your Attention to theſe Seven 1 
1. The Nature of the Office. 


2. The honourable Character that it bears. 
3. 11 i "uo were he: Th to "a 
& tecedents, Of I Things 
ire the Way of the Judge. an 
5. The Cr - came wich 9 their 
Station. | 


6. The ifications of the Men. 
The Happineſs of the Adminiſtration: 
Scripture hath given us a ſure Light i into all 
theſe Particulars, ſo that under every one of them, 
I ſhall firft lay downthe Caſe as it is in this Hiſtory, 
and then ſhew you how we may improve it, and 
make ir our own Concern. 

I. In diſcourſing of thoſe Judge: chat govern'd 
Iſrael, we are to begin with the Nature of the Of» 
fice, and enquire what ſort of a Ruler the Perſon 
was who wore the Honour of this Litle: Now, it 
is plain there are two Senſes attend that Word in 
ao Holy Scriptures. 

The Firſt — more ordinary Work of a Judge; 
was to try Cauſes and determine between Man and 
Man: For this End they were directed by Moſes, to 


* 
3 


make Judges and Officers in all their + which the Deut. 16. 


Lord gave them, thro' all their Tribes, who n judge 18. 


the People with juſt n, But 8 


denen 


1 Sam. 8, 6. the People came ro Samuel, faying 
Ver. 20. King may Fudge ut; and $0 before us, and fight our 


Deut. 32. ſolution ro make them effectual; the Lord ſhall judge 


36. 


Ver. 16. 


Ver. 17. 


The Government of the Judges © = 
' Secondly, This Word is us d for ſomething more 
uncommon and out of the wy ; and that is, plead- 
ing their Cauſe againſt a publi 

tliofe Offices that in our Day are comprehended un- 
der the Title of a General : Thus you find it, when 
give Us 4 
Ning to judge us; they explain themlelves, that our 


Battles. | 
Both theſe Interpretatidris do meet in the Word 


when it is applied to God, becauſe in him it bene | 
2 


not only a retard to the Rules of Equity, but a 
his People, and repent himſelf for his Servants, when 


he ſeeth that their Power is gone, and there's none ſhut - 


2 or left ; that is, he wall both determine their 


gbr, and procure it: Each of theſe Things come 
into the Office of that Perſon who was called a 


Judge, in the extraordinary Senfe that our Text re- 


ers to: One defign of his Name was to lead them 


in the Battle, as is plain from the Firft Account we 
have of his Inſtitution: The Lord rais'd up Judge: 


to deliver them, out of the Hands of thoſe that ſpoil'd 


them ; and that he was alſo to inculcate the Mo- 
ral and Devorional Parts of the Law, is evident 


from what follows: That they would not hearken to 


their Fudges, but went a 2 after other god; 


which ſappofes they were in fo 
of the People they govern d. 


e Senfe Teachers 


From this Account of rhe Office, f think the De- 


duction of theſe Three Things is very Natural. 

1/?, That the chief Deſign of the Judge was to 
fight their Batt es; And therefore | 

2dly, It was no Part of his Work to make their 
Laws : Bur only | 
Zh, To impreſs the Inſtitutions that God Him- 
ſelf had put them under. | 

1. The Firſt and cbief Deſign of this Officer, was 
to fight their Battles. And indeed this gave a Re- 
vival to that Dignity that God had conferr d upon 
their Anceſtors ; for though Moſes commanded them 

4 Law 


ck Enemy ; doing. 
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applied to the Revolution 1688. 1 
Law, even the Inheritance of the Congregation Jacob, 
— belides that, he had the Character of King in Fe-- 
ſhurun, when the Heads of the People, and the Tribes of I/- hs 
kg ether 7 „ — Two pan — . 
r See es im, yet, be was mi | 
both in Word and Deed. And him, SIG Akt. 7. 22. 
the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, ſer another Man 
-ver them, I mean Foſbus, who ſucceeded: Moſes in dium. 2 
in his Military SN. though not in the Legi- 16, 17. 
dature. Now as theſe Worthies: died off, God 
ran d up others to fetch them out of new Dangers, 
that they might be ſeed after the manner of Egypt : 
Ne cou d have delivet d them by the immediate Exe- 
— . —. — — 
sry to him, he might have employ d an 

in the Quality that one of them bore, as 4 — | 
of the hoſt of the Lord; but inſtead of that, he will Joſh. 5. 14. 
have them xeſcyed in the Uſe of their own. Valour, 
and therefore gives. them a Fudge to lead our their 
Forces to Battle. | 

And this, my Brethren, may ſhew us the Way 
how a Nation is to be ſav d; they muſt be acttve 
for it: We are not to expect that God will always 
deal with the Kingdoms that call not upon his Name, 
33 he did with Sodom and Gomorrab; for as it is an 
Unchriſtian Spirit to fetch Fire from Heaven, ſo it is 
an Inhumane one not to uſe Fire upon Earth; I 
mean, a Zeal for the Liberty wherewith Chriſt bath — - 
made us free. In thoſe Days when they ſeldom Gal. 5. 1. 
wanted a Miracle, yet it is by reſiſting even unto 

od, that they broke the Captivity they were un- 

er; from whence tis eaſy to obſerve that thoſe 
Doctrines have as little Antiquity as Truth, that 
tell a People, they are to meditate no Eſcape for 
themſelves, when Providence hath brought them 
under the Weighr of Tyranny. 

The Fews, in all rhole Caſes that are ſum'd up in 
my Text, were fairly conquer d; and if rhe Tale | 
of their new Sovereign is to be firengthn'd- by it, 1 
u ve may add that it is oftentimes ſaid, the 1 1 
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em thar it wis unlawful to uſe the neceſſury Meang 
of tei Liberty; thar ts ret che Arbi 


The Government of the Judges 
old them into the Hand: ſuob 4 Ning: Suppoſe 
— 7 ca ook, ie hls dete 46, told 


0 | ry Power 
they were under, was to incur Damnation ;" (for it 


is plain theſ# Powders wers f God ;) and if they could 


5 
yramto a 
* 5 


the Decrees of Idolatty, rbey were bound 

v ; that God's ſelling tbem gave all thoſe 
Divine Right' to rule them: I ſay, had 
ge been uſedto them in their Slavery, 
plaimd as David after- 


chey not have com 


Plal. 69.26. wards did, hey ferſecute him whorit thou huft (whit ten 


au tall is tb Gef of the whone thou haſt wounded? 
Bar tho' the Craftinefs of ſomme hath extofl'd this 
Notion, yet we fee by the Record of Antiqui- 
in my Text, har from the Beginning it was nut 

: For wen, thowgh they had been brought into 
Fubjecrion and paid Tribute, and it was a Yoke that 
God bimſelf laid upon them, yer rhe Lord raid 
them up Fudges, and the Lord was with the Fudge, 
and delivver'# them out of ih Hands of theid' Entmiles, 
2. The Judge had no Power to make Las fer 
chem; no, this was done before, che Law came by 
Moſes, and he order d every Thing according to the 


Puten fled bim in the Munt: The Tnftitutions 


Reb. z. 2. 


they lived under were not rhe Contrivance of that 
Perſon, from whom they received them; for he 
was only faithful to bim, who appointed him as 4 Ser- 
vant in the' Rouſe + Thovgh when he raiſed up 2 
Judge, they all knew him to be an extrabrdinary 
Officer, and that the Spirit of the Lord had come 
mightily upon him, yet this Perſon could not alter 
ene Fot or Tietie in the Laws, that either ſecur'd rhe 
People's Property, or directed their Worſhip! 
Fhey were not to learn their Duty from him; that 
was never God's Deſigu, in appointing a Governor 


_ to fix any other Aurhority over the Conſcience than 


his on; and therefore their King is ordered 10 
mite hem a Copy of the Law that Moſes deliver d, and 
perhaps · hei the only Man that was oblig d to trau- 
Kribe it for Two Reaſons; as if God would have 

F 3 4 30 1 . 1 
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1 more than arhers, ml 
Cale * 4 Male-Adminiſtration, his own 
ſnags 75 Witneſs againſt him: Thus render 
was l his People's. Liberties in — the 
7 ews 7; 194 can we think chem mote unguarded un- 
ex_ the Golpel 2, Hath Chriſtianity :deftrey.d fb 
a Priviledge as this P. Ji ſo, we enn ſcaree ſay 
that it brings 2 tha 2 or ſhows's Good- will 
we Fo wy 
The ] Jade — Abe the Obſervation and 
of ,thoſe Laws they were undet. It was 
25 550 obedi. vce that made God give them vþ 
into the Enemies Hand; and therefore when he 
1 a eliverer be wuſt be a Reformer: Thar 
think is plain from. the Verſe that follows my 
To, it came to paſs, when the Fudge was dead, they 
7 and co rupted themſelves dne erban ile ir Facber 
70 following __ ods, which ſuppoſeth that che 
Le, at's reſtrain by bj Authority whilſt he liv'd. And 
7 5 — Ys Actount of this in the 
"TW Government of Debtrgh: ; that ſhe wab 4 Propheteſs, eg 4-4 
E of - Lapidert, and, judged? Hiri; "there t 
the a6 15 
ord is to be taken in this Senſe; for her — 
be ng the Laws, becauſe; we do not find that ſhe 
leads k hem out to. Battle, but dwelt under the Palm - Verl. 5. 
he tree of Deborah, bet ween Ru mab and Mount Ephraim, 
7" Wandt bildren of Vael came up to ber for Fudgment. 
if this was the Deſign on which God rais d 
up a, udge to fight their Battles, not to make their 
Laws, but only to infoce them; methinks, the Re- 
ter volution that be gun this Day, hath ſome reſem- 
the blance, of the Office in it. The Hand of Heaven 
Pf fixed up a Man to deliver us, and we may ſay; 
hat the Lord was with the Fudge, from the Blood of the 
Slain, from. tbe Fat of the b, biz Swerd re- 
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nor 

an aa nat empty: and, that he made no Incroach- 
1 wents upon the Law, but only reviv'd it, is as 
an- 


plain, where the main Grievance he remov'd; 

was. an enacting Power where there was no Law, 

ave nl a. Diſpenfing Power where there was : 
1 "js it the leaſt — of that Happy * 
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The Government of the Judges 


that it begun with Liberty to Conſcience, an 
Correction to Vice, that Perſons ſhonld have 90 
Reſtraint in ſerving God, and no Protection h 
ſerving Satan: To this End the Act of Indulgehtz 
and Reformation of Manners, 'receiv'd their Life 
from the Royal Aſſent about rhe fame Time: 8 
that, we may be tempted to bring down rhis Ten 
into our own Hiſtory, and fay the Lord rait d us 
a Judge; one that anſwer'd the Deſign by being 
Repairer of the Breach in our Religion, and 4 Res 
rer of Paths to dwell in, in our Property. © | 
II. The next Thing is to obſerve what the Scrip- 
ture hath ſaid to the Honour of this Gov 
and here 11] lay before you Three Things. 
1/t, That God always choſe the Perſon. 
 2dly, That it was a ſolemn Inftance of his being 
their Ruler ;-and | S 
34%, The only Form of Government that had 
his Inſtitu:ĩon. e 
1. The Perſon who filld it, was one rair'd y 
by God himſelf : Theſe are the expreſs Words d 
the Text. The Voice of the People was only 2 
After-concurrence, and generally the Honour fix 
upon thoſe that were moſt out of rhe Way d 
Fame ; from whence we may draw in 'this great 
Support, that God will never want Hands for the 
doing of his own Work : We are ready to ſay, H 
whom ſhall. Jacob ariſe, for be %s ſmall* The beſt 
noble Blood is run our, thoſe that were the Pillars 
of or Conſtitution are gone; but if it is ſo, he 
can either find a Hero or make one. ö 
An ſurely, the Revolution is a ſtanding Memo- 
rial of this: The great Hopes that the good Peo- 
le of this. Nation once had'to preſerve their Re- 
igion and laws, was a Bil! of Excluſion to keep out 
a Papift from reigning ; who being a Bankrupt in bis 
own Conſcience, wouid be a Plunderer of ours: 
Bur it please God that this brave attempt mi ſcar- 
ried, and the Noble Perſons who engaged in it, 
overcame in no other Senſe, than by the Blood of the 
Lamb, and the Word of their Teſtimony, for Ne 


* 


% 


applied to the Revolution 1688. 


. 


. 7 por their Lives, unto the Death. _ After that, 
ere were ſome Deſigns to retrieve what was al- 
* oft loft under the Duke of Monmouth, concerning 


hom many were ready to ſay, as Samuel did a- 
zong the Sons of Feſſe, ſurely the Lords anointed 
before him: but when they were locking on bis 
ountenance, and the Height of his Stature, it is ap- 
arent the Lord ſeeth not as Man ſeeth ; Man looks on 
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nd there ſeem'd to be a Suſpenſe, moſt People's 
yes were bovering, not knowing where to fix, till 
tor ĩdence directed them to our late Deliverer with 
ie Voice of Heaven that fell upon David, ariſe, 
noint him, for this is he. | 

2. There's another Thing that may be affirm'd as 
de Honour of this Government by the Judges, that 
was a ſolemn Inſtance of Gods being the Ruler of 


E 


E - 


an- giver, the Lord is our King, be will ſave us: And 


i Wheretore tis notorious, that when they were for 

10 hanging the Form of theic Adminiſtration, God 

| Wimſelf tells Samuel, they have not rejected thee, but 1 Sam. 8 7: 
xd have rejected me, that I ſhould not reign over them. | 

' of Wo that he had good Authority to begin the Firſt 

en Woronation with that Reproach to their Politicks : 

the WF. bee this Day rejected the Lord your God, who him- 

x. If ſaved you out of all your Adverſities, and your 

2s ribulations, and ye have ſaid unto him; nay, but ſet a 


ing over us: And when they renew'd the Kingdom, 


wr King. And to confirm what he ſaid, be. calls 


th to ſhew em the Mind of Heaven, and to give 


ber m an Emblem of their new Monarchy; which, at 
u Wit Time, had ſuch an Impreſſion upon them; that 
ar ey cry to Samuel, pray for thy Servants that we die 
I, Br, for we have ad led to all our Sins this Evil to ack © 


be outward Appearance, but the Lord looks on the Heart, 


e {t1]] ubs em with the old Fault, as if they could 
eyer hear it too often: Ie ſaid unto me, nay, but a Chap. 12. 
ing ſhall reign over us,, when the Lord your God was 12. 


r Thunder and Rain in the Time of Hheat-barveſ? 170 


« King, They would have made this Change be- 
re, and put themſelves into an Hereditary Go- 
8 B 2 vernment: 


a 1 
11 
64.5 9:04 3 


t People: The Lord is our Fudge, the Lord is cur 1f{ 11. 22. 


12 | The Gavernment of the Judges 


Chaþ-8.23. yernment : But Gideon refus d it, for the Reaſon] 

am now upon; F will not rule over you, neither hal 

my Son rule over'you, . ſhall ruig over you, *_ 

So that the Judges were more properly the Lord 

Vicegerenrs, then any of their Kings; a: th Pro- 

bar 8.3,4. pher eg n this ver) Caſe ; they bad ef if 

"Thing that is good, they had Jet up Kings, but not h 

him, and Princes, but he knew it not. This muſt re- 

fer either to the Firſt King they had, which wat 

Saul, or the Revolt of the Ten Tribes under Fere- 

boam : But there is one Reaſon, which in my Opi- 

nion holds it to the former ;' for Feroboam had mote 

of a Divine Right to the Gavernmenr than Saul had: 

The Deſign of advancing him came firſt from God 

himſelfby the Prophet hij ab, before he or the People 

ever thought of it : BurSaul had no more than Het 

vens Connivance : It was only Samyel's having leave 

to hearken to their Voice ; in which Senſe the Word; 

have a very eaſy Sound, they made King, but not h 

me; they did it in ſuch a Way as to caſt off tha 

Thing that is good: And tho tis true, they were 

call'd the Lord's anointed, yet it is plat they never 

were, nor ever could be, his Repreſentatives in tha 

Senſe the Judges were ; for every one of them waz 

5 $ 2 new we pow 7 70 as the ripe 

e obſerves, he gave them Fudgpes by the Space of Four 
i Hundred and Fifi Tears, © 4 * | 

3 his was the only Form of Government that 

had God's Inftiturion ; all the reſt can plead no 

more than Permiſſion : Bur this was his own, 

brought about by the plain Direction of Provi- 

dence: He never call'd himſelf King of any People 

but the Jews in a Political Senſe ; and the way of 

his ſhewing this, was by raifing up the Perſon that 

ſhonld rule them. IH. Ys 

How monſtrous a Folly was it then in a People 

fo happy, to deſtroy their Peculiar, and pur them- 

ſelves upon x Level with the Heathen World? Ons 

would wonder that it ſhould ever be given as Rea- 

ſon, why they would have a King that they might 

be ike orber Nations, when it was their Glory 8 de 

Feen e ene 


* . , 7 


applied to the Revolution 1688. 


unlike them: 88 therefore thoſe Words 
carry a Political Senſe in t 
deftroy'd thy fel, quite ruin d thy Conftitutian; but 10: 
in me is thy. belp.; I. will be. thy. King, where is there a= 
ny other tlat ma ſave thee, in all-thy Cities, and thy 
Judges, of wham thou ſaidſt, give. me a King and 
Princes . ne wh veer — . that 

appointed, and are I gave thee a King in mine 
Anger, and F took him away in my Wrath, his bark 
the Scripture told us for che Honour of that Go- 
vernment chat the eus wert under during the Ad- 

niniſtration ol the Judges; wh 

II. We are to inquire: what Perſons were raiſed 

to this Office; whence he took em: Now here 


the Hiſtory is ſo expreſt, that be that run may read 


it, chat God was never conſin d, either to Tribe, 
Sex, or Qvality. | 
1, He never confin'd. himſelf to a Tribe, it 
was not Hereditary, nor any thing like ir. Moſes 
came from L:vi, Foſhua. was of Ephraim, Othniel, 
(the fixſt of the Judges, after they enter d the pro- 
miſed Land) was of Judah; and ſo little was Pri- 
mogeniture minded, that we are expreſly told of 
bis being Caleb's younger Brother, Ehud deſcended 
from, Benjamin, Baruch was of Nephtali, Gideon of 


| Manaſſeh, Tolah of Iſſacher, Feptha of Gilead, Elon 


of Tebulun, Samſon of Dan, Eli and Samuel were 
of Levi, and thus the Office ended in the Tribe 
where, it begun; it was a long time before thar 
came to be true, that Judah prevail d above bis Bre- 
thren, for out of him was the chief Ruler. 

2. He was not ſo much as limited to the Sex 
that ſeems, fitter for this Undertaking : There 
were ſome parts of their. Time when God himſelf 
gave this Honour to the weaker Veſſel. Thus 
bappy was the Adminiſtration under Deborab, ſhe 
appears at the Head of their Revolution, to the 
memory of which noble Act that Song was Pen d: 
The Inhabitants of the Valley ceaſed until that I Deborah 
aroſe, until ] aroſe a Mother in Iſrael : She encou- 
rag d their Nobles to Rendezvous, by laying, my 
i * . 3 TY , car 4 


in them. O Iſrae/, tou haſt Hoſ. 1 


x Chron. 5; 
2, 
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The Government of Judges 
Fare towards the Goveriors of Yael ths wing: 
ly offer themſelves among the People; and, as a 


- quence of that Revolt, ſhe ſeems to have the Sove- 


reigaty, he made the Perſon that remain: have Domi- 
niowover the Nobles among the People; the Lord made 
me have Dominion over the Mighty, Tis again ob- 
ſerved in a particular way, that ſhe was amongſt 
them at their Inſurre ction, when they threw off 
the Toke that they were not able to bear, it was under 


her Conduct: The Princes of Iſſachar were with De- 


borab ; my, indeed the great Fame of that Delive- 
rance hung all one way, it was both contriv'd and 
executed by rhe ſame Sex, for as it begun with De- 
borah's' Order to Baruch, ſo it ends with God's ſel- 
ling Siſcra into the Hand of a Woman ; who is faid ta 
be bleſt above Women in the Tent, for putting her Hand 


to the Nail, and her right Hand to the Workmans 


Hammer, and ſmiting off hy Head, when ſhe had 
prere'd and ſtricken tho his Temples: So richly can 
our God adorn Perſons with thoſe Qualities that 
are not the ordinary Diſpoſals of Nature; when 
he firs them for their Work, the Weak ſhall ſay, I 
am Strong. 5 

It bath pleafed him to ſet a Princeſs over us now, 
who had the firſt of theſe Characters, who ap- 
pear d at the Head of a Generous Army, and en- 
cqurag'd the Governoure of Hrael, when they willing 
ly efferu themſeives, and, if what is yet unimitated 
in Deborah's Glory be reſerved for the ſame Perſon, 
Me may at laſt ſay, O my Soul, thou haſt trodden down 
Strengch! How ſuch things as theſe - will be 
brought about, we cannot tell; but the Method 
that ae took to make an end of Siſera, was upon 
the Foot of a Treaty, cryiog, come in my Lord, and 
covering him with her Mantle, The Song ſaith, be 
ask'd ber Water, and ſhe gave him Milk, ſhe brought 


Forth Butter in a Lordly Diſh: This was only to 


ſtupiſie him, that ſhe might take the fairer Blow; 


14 5- 25. for at her Feet he bow d, he fel, where be bow ad, there 


be. fell dawn dead. 
3. He 


applied td the Revolution 1688. 


3. He did nor always take the Perſons whoſeem'd 
to be moſt likely. Thus Gideon is call'd from «be 
Threſbing+floor, tho bis Family was poor in Manaſſeh, 
and himſelf the leaſt in bis Father's Houſe, Yer theſe 
Objections are over-rul'd by a Caſt of the Divine 


is 


Majeſty, for the Lord looked — bim, and ſaid, go, Jud. 6. 14. 
alt 


in this. thy. Might, and thou ſave Iſrael. Fep- 
tha is ferch'd from the Country, whither his Bre- 
thren had -PBaniſh'd bim, and om being denied the 
leaſt Place in the Family, he comes to have the 
eateſt in the Nation: Samſon was the une 
Fed Produce of his Mother, who had been Barren; 
and as. Nature was over- rub'd in his Birth, it ſeems 
to be out-done in his Life, . _ d. 
This was their Government for above 400 Years, 
and tho it is a Form that no other People came un- 
der, yet chere are ſome Turns in the Affairs of our 
Nation that may be thought to look like it: When 
God calls in Help from a far, and changeth the Times 
and the Seaſons, when he appears to Rule in the 
Kingdom af Men, by giving em to whomſoever he will. 
Thar Scriprure comes true in our Hiſtory, he bath 
rais'd up the Righteous Man from the Eaſt, and cal d 
him to bu Foot, gave the Nations before him, 
made bim Rule over Kings; be purſued them, and 
ſed ſafely, even by the way that he had not gone wit 


Feet: And when he firengthens the Hands of a 
Woman againſt one who never had the Courage 
of a Man, tis raifing Providence above the com- 
mon Rules that it goes by; and this we had the 
pleaſure, lately to ſee, that what the French call a 
Salique Law, was ſubmitting to a Neceflity that 
bath no Law: And the Sex that muſt not Rule 
them, had gone ſo far ro Conquer them. Such 
Revolutions as theſe are the Picture of Chriſtianity 
it ſelf, that comes not of che Will of the Fleſh, nor of 
the Will of Man, nor of Blood, but of God. 

IV. We are to enquiĩre into the Antecedents of this 
Honour, or thoſe things that prepar d the way for 
raifing up a Judge, and theſe are chiefly Three, 
Oppreſſion, Reformation, and Prajer. 3 1 
1. One 


3 


and 
peſt I. 41. 2, 3. 
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Jud. 5. 6. 


Ver. 8. 
Ch. 6. 11. 


The Government of the Judges 

1. One thing that led on God's ziving chem 4 
Judge, vas the Oppreſſion of cheir Enemies. This is 
plain from the Words of wy Text, Where it is 
be in as a Reaſon why be was wilh ehe Fucdhze, 

and deliver d tbem; For that it 'repented the Lori 
cauſe of their Groanings, by reafon of thoſe thae op- 
preſs'd them, and vext them': Tho' he gave üp into 
the Hands of a Fierce and Cruel King on parpote 
to ſuffer Hardihip, yet he had always a types 

of the Tyranny it ſelf, which ſhews thathe do 

not chaſten' us for his own Pleaſure, but for our 
Profit. | os gets 5 | . ; er om 
l need not lead you thro' the particular Nfiſeries 
they felt from the Moabiter, the Amityites, the Ed 
— and ay! rt Some wth = hep { 
that : ways were ed, the Tra- 
1 in Byways; and the cople were ſo 
much out of poſture for their ownDefence;that cher 
was not a Spear or Shield ſeen among gd Thouſand i 
Hraei: Gideon was threſhing the Wheat in the Night- 
time for fear of the Midianiten. Andi, ported there 
ate two Reaſons why the Inhabitants G thoſe Lands 
us d to deal fo hardly with em. One was becauſe 
they look d upon themſelves as a Conquer d Ped- 
ple, who had loſt their Coumtey to the Je-; 
and the other, becauſe the Religion of Marl was ſo 
different from what the Canaauite, hat been us d 
to: And the Quarrel founded upon thleſe two Re- 
ſentments was fo dreadful, that it was timeHor God 

to raiſe up Judges. 3 S Gag 
Iis eaſie to fee that theſe are the chingt that pro- 
cur d fo much danger to Britain: The prodigious ig- 
norance of the wild Jriſh, their hatred bf us both ad 
Engliſ-men and Proteſtants , hath. made thetn in ſe- 


veral Reigns a cettain Tool of Tyranny. The dread- 


ful Maſſacre in 41. recommended rheir Pofterity to 
the Deſign that was carrying on in 88. And they 
whoſe Parents had been famous for the flaiighter of 
Two Hundred Thouſand in cold blood, were rhe 
Perſons for whoſe ſake the King thought fit to diſ- 
penſe with the known Laws of the Land; 5 — 

| jour 
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applied to'the Revolution 1688. 
Four ſaid bf the eus, they were wirheſſar toben 
ſelves, ahat they were the Children of them that Ri Hd the 
Praftbets-1. That we had: been the Severities 
loy'd: juſtice, nor knew 
of Parliaments, the 
ar; the Eſtabliſhing 


% 


n\ Ee — — 


gor Conſciences bf others, who had none 
ol the t Theſe, and a thauſund more, ille- 
gal Miet an eiu Nenſure of their Iniquiey; 
till che fulneſa of their Iniquity had che ſame. effect 
wich that uf the Canzanires,/ that the Lau ſpued 
thens our, and made thers Munutrets imony the Na+ 
Blows ns © 4e ona QTY 340440! D 

2. Another thing that led on the great Blefling of 
z Judge was their Reformation; for as it wasGuilt 
tha made ebeir Rack to ſel m, and the Lord to ſpur 
an up,f0 theremuſt bæ a riuing to bim from whom 
% Had back-ſtiditen +: They pur amen their: Idols 
which had coſt em ſo dear ʒ and as they had chang d 
their Eiberties for their: C i y now 
make the Exchange back again: And indeed till 
there is ſomethiug of this/Temper, till a People have 
fome Diiſolution of their Impenitency, it is pity 
they: ſhonld be dehverd zuthe Mercy will be loſt 

upon n eben Uneirmmeiſed Hart is nut hum- 
bled, and they accept of the Puni t their Ini- 

V. 20 911195 3d3 28 i g on 9 ond 1 


Some of youν]“,E,2emember, that it was | from 
ſuch a Dawn as chi, that our Revolution | grew 
more une unto a perfett Day: Tho ſor ſeveral 
Tears the whole Cry of the Pulpit had been little 
elſe but Obedience to the King, and Perſecution to 
theic: Proteſtant Brethren yet they were tlien, as 
Ifruui ſhall be, when they curm to the Lord, the Vail 
waren off from theit Hearts and Eyes 2 They 
camei to ſind, that by indulging the Math f Mar, 
mod Or 
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World hath been told in a very publick way, /that 
Archbiſhop Sancrefe bimſelf vis rhe — Who 
propos d a Comprehenſion with the Non- confor 
miſts. And it is plain, that he, and the reſt of the 
Biſhops, who were ſent to the Tower, declar d, That 
© they were ready to come to any Accommodatiom 
vith their Diſſenting Brethren in a Parliamentary 
„Way Then God ſhom'd them their Error, 'that 
they had exceeded, and open d their Ears to Diſcipline : 
And thefe Sentiments of Peace and Union led the 
Wa) to our Deliverance, from whence it need be 
no Wonder to yon, that they who are for widen» 
ing the Difference with Proteſtants, and contra- 
cting that with Papiſts, are ſo much our of Lore 
with the Work of this. Day, that they have in nboir 
Hearts appointed to themſelves a Captain, to return 10 
Egypt. r 4 £1, + 1 1 | '1* 36,107) A + 
3. Another Introduction to their having a Judge, 
was the Spirit of Prayer and Supplicatien.: God 
heard their Cry, he would not be to — — 
they had been to him; but firſt open d the Hea- 
vens to let in the Petition, and then bowed tbem, to 
come down and anſwer iti This is one of the 


Chriſtians Weapons, and it's what he ſhall never 


be diſarmed of: Ir was ihus that Jacob had Power 
firſt with God, and then with Man. Vou have ſeve- 
ral Exa:uples of this in A before you; and 
as our Nation hath applied it, ſo | hope they may 
do it again. | ' NM 24423 £41 Ed, 
You know how long it was the deſire of thoſe 
excellent Perſons, who had any Senſe of the com- 
mon Danger, that God would raiſe up a Saviour; 
and thoſe Cries at length came into the Ears of. the 
Lord God of Sabbaoth; for if an Unſuſt Judge, who 
neither fears God, nor regards Man, is to be mov'd 
with Entreaty, you may be ſure that the Lord will 
ſpredily avenge the Cauſe of; bis Ele: It was with 
this Req aeſt that many of our Worthies breath d 
out their laſt, commendirig the Cry of their Blood 
to God's Juſtice, and the Deſolations of this King 
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Fim, That ſometimes their Authority was not 
publickly received at the beginning; yet 
Secondly, It never fail'd of having a General Ap- 
probation, ſooner or later. And, | 
Thirdly, That which led on the popular Subjecti- 
on to em, was uſually ſome mighty Action that 
God enabled them to do: This drew in the Heart 
and Teal of the Kingdom, to Bleſs the Perſon 
who eame to ſav: em in the Name of the Lord, | 
1. Tis plain that their Commiſſion was not al- 
ways underſtood at the beginning; thus it happen d 
with Moſes, as he himſelf foretold it would be, when 
he affirm'd the Lord Ovd of their Fathers had ſent him, 
they would nor believe, but faid, what is hu Name? 
Nay, when he begun to act for them before, he did 
it by Virtue of that Authority, which was more re- 
veaFd under a Commiſſion 40 Years after ; he then 
deliver'd an Iſraelite, and ſmote an Egyptian, 6f which 
the Martyr Stephen gives this Account; he ſuppo- Adds 7. 25. 
ſed his Brethren woul heave underſtood, how that G 
b bis ind would deliver em, but they underſtood not. 
And thus it was with Samſon, who ſlew a Lion in 
private, on whom #he * of the Lord began to move Jud. 13 
; 5 | - at 
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is in | 
* Tis does Providence love te to 
ſecret till he Day of its = 
bei thoſe who Wrate the 
har © the ourtof 

2 jingle him by 

rincels, TY Macrri 
10 1 not _ af = hv e Af 

irs of ebe States. were „ An. 

1 r to {etl his Country: 24 a Wife, fo we 
5 how much further God . it; that inſtead 
of makingiha hat Marriage the Sale Pl 8 
it prov'd the Reeder pms of two: So little 
know hat Providenee mean by thoſe turns that ap 
peat with no great ſhow:at e | 
2: Tho' the Credentials of wige might be be 
conceal'd for a tinie, yet bole or later th 
to have the vniyerſal Appro of the 
Not but thazthere was a nymber of diſaſſected 
ſons among en, Murwwrerg, TM Complainers, walk 
5 after, heir ci N. OA y A therlage it is fd in 
the V Veil before my they would not bear- 
| kno to. ther 7 {ge N ks Morin after ather 
gods; I Ke ſome of rl em, that a Man was. come 
to e fare of Hab. 

But when, J ſpeak of the Approbation it the 
People gave, have no regard to thoſe whoſe Con- 
2 N e was nor Worth baving : They who had 
felt the Birrerneſs of Captivity, and lamenzed after 
th L 4. rock the proper Waysof recely 2a Judge, 
and decJaring the. Value they had for ſo ublick a 
Mercy: 'Hyw readily did many of their Tribes at 
tend Bark, and chrew in their ſeveral Capacities w 

Jad. c. 16, that good Caiiſe : Out of Macbir came downs Gover- 


1 


17, 18. nous, and out of Aebulun, they that handled the Pen of 
. the Hier Gilead * beyond Tor dan, and Dan 8 
main 


— — 
— 
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Merox, i 
por Ku 
Curſe ye 'bizrerly the | 
came not out to the belp of the Lord, to the belp of the 
Lord « DA. 

3. 


» Ver. 23. 


This left the People out of 
Hopes in a little time of be- 
Nee ms Myer bens of his hn 
was 3 as Me, ro nave 
Reputation of a Captain at the N fo did For 

ſous at the Waters of erden. We do not read that 2 
the Children of Iſrael had avy more regard to E- 

bud; than to make him the Meſſenger of their Sub- 

jection to Eg/on the King of Niob; they ſent a Pre- 

ent by bim, but he had an Errand beyond that, 4 

Meſſage of Gol uneo him, which he deliver d at the 
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x 


point of his Dagger. This indeed gave the Jews a 

alk- paublick Senſe of the Office he enter d imo: After 
I in thar, be lle ehe Trumpet in the Mount of Ephraim, and Jud. 3. 27. 
-t Children & Iſrael went down with hin from the 
ber Morne, and be before bemnmnmn 
com: | And, that Providence took theſe Advances in the 

Mercy of this Day, is à thing freſh within dur Me- 
t the Y wory: Tho ſome who cry d to our Deliverer for ö 
o- Help, would have had him left what he came for | 
had uafiniſh'd: Yer there were others who had no | = 
ier mind to do ebe Work of the Lord ſo deceirfully: As | 
age, God bleſt his Arms to make the Throne Vacant, ſo 
ick a there were the beſt Voices of the Nation, that he 


thatempried it ſhould fill it: Thus by degrees did 
es 10} 41 Oppoſition fall before him, till be became cur King 
ober- ang Governour, e EM 


an © VI. Ano- 


ſod. 8. F. 


and he always took Care chat they ſhould be equal 


Dignity which others had left em, but carrying the 


The Government of the Judges 
Thing chat we are to enquire int 
ion, or Endowments of 22 
2 There 
# I's * . 0 
of a Soldier. 939 1 a 
© 24h, A ſincere love for his Country. 
3dly, The true Principles of Religian: They have 
bes Kings who Rel theſe,” bur none of 
to have in a glotiom 
DES Aud the Reaſon is —— in this 
Government God himſelf furniſh'd out the Men, 


F 
: 


to their Service. ie 
1. A Judge never wanted the true Spirit of z 
Soldier; Courage againſt an Enemy, | 
to a Subject, and Wiſdom to guide and temper each 
of them. This is what you will find inſcrib d upon 7 
every one of their Hiſtories, that they were mughy 
Mem of Valour, not ſoften'd to Danger by Luxury, WE 
or harden'd to their People by flattering Words; W: 
and, tho it is true, none of em could boaſt; of his 
Deicent from a long Race of Kings, yet they bad 
a Glory above it; not taking the Remains of 3 


whole Stock in themſelves: And tho”. they wanted 
what we. call Royal Blood, yer that was made up WW | 
in a Divine Spirit, which ſhew'd em to be ſent by 

the King of Kings. They never thought Gideon 
the worſe for being ferch'd out of 4 Threſhing -Floor ; 
his Hands were noble enough to do rhe laſt Execu- 
tion upon Two Princes, and Two Kings; for 
when he had /tain Oreb upon the Rock Oreb, and 
Jeb at the Wine-preſs of eib, be and bis Three 
Hundred Men went after Zeba and Zalmunah faint 
yet purſuing them : They would rather looſe their 
Food then their Prey. \ | 


Thy 


4 
b 


ud; nd fight their Battles: Nor u meer Rake in 
1 t ſay, as 7 
Fa 


i of Gideon 1 for gur, Jud. 9. 17. 4 
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vr 
7| * bis Touth to ne, wh head the Narion ;to 
„r, bind 2 People who were -bronght into ſo much 
2 od Danger, , by . and a fawning 
=_ 2. The Judge was always u hearty Lover of his 
res unuy. Never could any of them be guilty of 
Ss ing rheir Court to an Enemy, or putting thein- 
- ves under a Forreign Yoke; all their Actions 
ET Fd Cares were directed this Way y, 9 that 1/ra6! PG). 145. 2. 
abe on 6 in bim that made him, and the Chil- 
rn of Sion be joyful in their King, And this ma 
big p us: to U Serbe ome Paſſages in Samſon's 


Life, 
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Jad, 14. 4 


otherwiſe, who was the laſt of the 


 than:to ber @ Tyrant in pieces before: rhe: Lord 


I Kings 20. Sai Claim, 


Ver. 4. 


rum away on foot 5 and yet afterwards be recht 
think Abab under an Infatuarion to enter imo 


wy 


The Government of the Judges 

bis Fayour than gould be 

. — — Perſon : hou Il L. 4. ole, 
2 


and that is, bis ſeeking among che Phi 
which his Patems were — and 


troubled at, becauſe there Was a Divine Com- 
mand againſt it: Bur ſaich the Texty Via Fahey 
and Mother know wot thee. % m of Tar #0-ſul 
an Octafion 42 the —— wn _ 


riovs Alliance Jed intd a 290 N 10 
e 


with cab roms till cheyrherolelvex cal 
Deſtroyer. ir Countrey.:'. ' » > 2 Fr ns 
——— had more of an-Ing 

to the Good of Iſrael, and, either thro; a Vear 
thoſe abroad; or 4 deſue 10 be Abſolne at 
neglected the Improvement of a 

does San Ipare an 13 rn eee 
gainly rhe pla of Heaven 


yet in him the Spirit of the Office, 1ho"behad li 
down the Form: Nor could there be a noble 
„ Condufion: 10 the publick. Adkiom- of 4be Jud 


a Bw .  . . * 


Ir: was 3 N he did: in chat 
ter. natd 4346 { vv ele 
Thus eee ee to the Iotertiſt of hi 
own usntry ; firſt, by fubmittisg to the Mm 
who ſen him that-Meflage > U 
Silver and thy Guld: art mine, thy ius — 
drem art nine; hou mean, and bela the Di 
of a Prince was it — Anfwer, 36 Lo 
accord! toit 3 1 am , 
that Ive? — 5 think that this vi 
ng to the Neceiſity of his Affairs; but you fr 
— ſneaking Cowardice, when Matters h 
taken a turn in bis Favour: He beats the Syn 
Amy twice, ſo that Be: hadad is in che Diftrels! 


by Peace what he had loſt in War. One wi 


Pg er eee 


Terms with the Man that had Bullied him, ti 
bad diſpoſed of his Kingdom, as if he had 1 


ape to the Revolution 16 90. That 


to ſend z that be had vow'd the 
Lars Samaria, dard the God of Iſroc! him 
him he God. of rhe Hillry and. mot of the 
Ry enters into a Diſhonovra- 
was founded upon a Partition of 

Benhadad ſaid unto bim. the Ci. ver $4 
2 an Rake tk fo * will re. 

e, am Streets for in Day 
„ 45 0) Father made in Samaria, then aid = | 
I Tal mn thee Tay Ave this 8 d any 

more erous equence to Iſrac/ 
k was not meer Piry and Nature, for ar the 
fame time that he is ſo a the Lang: be iu 
Perſecuting the | 2 ar Lord : And, 0 
wonder then of his Servants - 
with ils M 1 iſt let go out of thy 
Hand « Man — to utter Deſtruſt ion, 
therefore thy Yay 1" or bis Life, and thy People 
for bis Peopls : were not meer Words 
of Terrour, for the w Peace held bur « line 
time z we only read chat they * Three Tears chu. 12 
without War between Syria and Iſrael ; but in the 
Thitd. Year it our again, and Abab loſeth 
his Life by the very Prince — once he had par- 
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1 himſelf, 1 


lodg d with him; and after be 
to g 
himſelf, as at 6rber , for God w 
from him. | 
But you are not wo take th: hne fie 

or of any good Man, by the Sacceſs of a Tewmp-" 
rarion upon em, © but from the main Lend 

of their Lives. Now, norwirhftanding theſe 2 7 
miſhes, yet they bave obrain'd 4 {yo K Report,” Y 
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find em among 3 wy oo cn 
3 Abel: Apoſtle Fd 
Wd his Argument ond 1 Time a6 wih che Pa 


— yet he takes care that the Reputation 
the Judges be not quite loſt, and therefore 'ſays 
that Gideon, Bara Samſon, Fe tha, a, 
Samuel, and the Prophets thro) "Faith ſubdued 
Ki ng dos, wrought Righteouſneſs, and trait 0 
miſes. 

And, indeed, theſe are the fitteſt to be can 
in a Government, for tho a bad Rulct, 's 
then, a Tyrant may be call'd 2% Led 
ted, yet it is with an undeniable harſhnefs' 11 
the ſound. Thoſe two Characters can ſcat 
come together without Confuſion; that 2 Mat” 
ſhould repreſent God in his Office, and yet os 
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for a Devil ? The Civil Titles of a Kr 88 ne- 
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they are given to a Men after God on Heart. 
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Sovereign, Defender 68 K Faith, Chriſtian 
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- That theſe Endowments were eminently found 
in our late Sovereign, is an Argument teo much 
r the Time, but it lies abroad in Hiſtory. 
being a Soldier is enough out of the Que- 
ion, our Enemies were never capabla of doubt» 
oy at * he had rel mug = Ga 

Britain at Heart, appears the Hazarc 
he run, the Honourable Alliances that he made 
againſt an Exorbitant Power, that always hath 
been, and always will be, our greateſt Dan- 
ger; and the Regard he ſhowd to * 
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2 d in the whole of his Conduct, 
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* Word of Truth. = g Wo. 
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God is I. Lord : Bat, ns WO ” have 
bard, re are three things that Will tell yqu 
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any Burthens upon the People; and under no 
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ſelxen Sack "ny as theſe were dot lit for 
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4 The un Thing thin 1 ſhall mention & | 
ofa of that Government — that rhe | 
under, no Temptation —— great 
Wealth to himſelf; — as his Office was = 
Hereditary, fo he had no Necefliry of layin 
the Materials of à Future State to his — 
The Tyranny of ſome Thrones hach been the 
growth of ſeveral Ages: The Myſtery of Iniguity 
took Time to work up to what it now is: 
this was impoſſible in the Reign of the Ju a be- 
cauſe the Honour of the Fam y fank with d 
ton who had it. 


. the Revolution: 46381 


And the Kg ins which God v 
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by after thoſe of her r 
as a Thing out of all Profſpe& 
dne i his Condition, to 22 — of — 
t him into the full Scope 1 
as if the Proteſtam Religion, and the Li- 
es of Europe, and in parricular the Honour 
cp reſet of were to be his Heirs, to enjoy 
that he had got or could leave : For this 
d he nobly "refuſed che Propoſals that were 
ade to him of leaving out the Queen or the 
= of Hanover from a Claim to rheſe Kingdoms, 
the Temptation of making. by him eaſ and pro- 
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ny that brought us to one of rhe beſt thar e- 
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ns that you are to regard the Revolution, as 
e Conduct of a mighty Providence; this will 


Id on your Dependance for Bleſſings et to 


bre's our great Security in every new Danger: 

s be Al ann diffuſe a Spirit of Unity and 
efolution in the Time we moſt need it; look 
him then for the Birth of that Promiſe which 
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ien che — that he delivered to the Saints 18 
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in, may put on Strength as in the ancient Das; 


